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” PRE-EMINENCE OF CHRIST.—NO. 8. 


*-Every false system is defective, inconsis- | 


tent with itself, and, if it be followed out to 
its final results,will inevitably destroy 8ome 
of the principles upon which it rests. It is 
obyiously 80 in the case under consideration. 
'The plan of divine government by law, as it 
is called, and which was noticed in the 
preceding article, must be eventually aban- 
doned, or one part of it, and a principal one 
too—the endless misery of sinners, must 
prove-abortive—must utterly fail. 

God is. an, unchangeable Being. He is 
© the 8ame ro enerday, to-day, and for eyer,' 
He will t govern in the 3eRt wotrld| i 
as he in in this—by law; and, 8 far at 
least as free agency 1s concerned, by the 
8ame law. He will permit sinners to choose 
and act . for themselves. In other words, 
he will treat them as perfectly free, moral 
agents. It must therefore be left wholly to 
their own free choice, whether they will go 
into hell or. not. It will not do for God to 
interfere ; for if he does, he will give up his 
government by law. If the zinner chooses 
| to walk deliberately into the flames of tbe 
Pit, be will do it ; but, if he- wap not to 


But when thi 
ball pies "th door of * the great prison of 
"the universe,” and hear the groans of its mis- 
ble inmates—when he sees the 8moke of 
ment ascending upward into lofty 
omy columns, with a startling and 
ific grandeur, do you think, kind —ag 
that he will leisurely, and of. his own accord, 
walk in? Consider the mn our own. 


perfectly free, ht agent | out. 


FER 30, 1833, 


__ EO. hy 
= choice, would you knowingly 1d .deli- 
berately walk into a place of never-engimg 
and progressive torment ? No, you surely 
would not. And why should another sinner 

be more likely to do this than yournlfy Fo 
Depend upon it, he will not. 

But let the worst come to the worst. Let 
us 8uppose that the sinner's madness and fol- 
ly urge hum on to an experiment 80 fearful, 
as to plunge into the burning flames of h 
will he be likely to remain a quiet inhabit 
of these murky regions, while age after 
rolls slowly away amid the long lapse of 
eternity? No, gentle reader, he surely. wall 
not. He will assert his free agencys nnd 
hurry out. 

If kept there at all, it must, be bythe in» 
terference of a power superior to his own-— 
th wer of Almi But 8uch an 

>rce would y break. up this 
boaniea system of government by law—this 
pretended treatment of sinners, as perfectly 
free, moral agents. Now the doctrine -of 
endless migery, in any of 1ts forms, cannot 
be carried into execution without this; 3 and 
if the perfectly free, moral agency of sinners 
mugst, at .80me period of the divine govern» 
ment, be. suspended or. controlled, do not 
mercy, and wisdom, and, prudence, require 
that it be done during their day. of grace, 


while they can be brought ntance, 
WS; d salvation ! Ek LY 


and pardon, an 
It would seem that. they must. 


do. 
put off the exertion of the divine: x 
tive till it can do. no goo And must pK 
ly eeal in endless | 


TACIT 


there not an insw —_ ed 
conciling things 80 _ 
There certainly is. ik Sh” yo 
done, and I apprehend never will 

zhrewdest minds must forever fail in. 
attempt.. But the /true system_ of doe 


taught by Christ, that of univergal 
Salvation, is entirely free from all 


Under 8uch circumstances, would you do it ? 
Be candid. Acting from your own free will 


culties and, pi = Lid and. from thoee of 
all partial schemes of divinity. 
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It has a marked pre-eminence over them 
in its representations of man. It describes 
him, it 1s true, as an imperfect, dependent, 
sinful creature, but still as allied to his Ma- 
ker by an intellectual and moral nature—as 
destined to be eventually reclaimed and per- 
fected, and thereby raised to a condition in 
which he will love the Author of his being 
with all his heart, and be happy foreyer. 
How obviously preferable are these views of 
man to those which represent him as having 
. dissevered all the ties by which he was origi- 
. nally bound to his God, and as having pos- 
8ess8ed himself of a nature directly opposite 
to that which was at first conferred upon 
him! Who can wonder at the supineness 
and inactivity. of sinners, with respect to re- 
. ligion and morals, if they credit such ac- 

counts of themselves ? They must feel like 
-an inferior race of beings—like slaves of the 
lowest | grade—those who are bound by 
x too mighty to be sundered, and who 
ﬆ therefore remain in their degradation, 
without the hope of improvement in their 
condition, while existence shall last. 

Such” apprehensions are exceedingly dis- 
couraging. 'They cripple the powers of the 
mind. 'They humble the loftiest attributes 
.of intelligence itself. 'They act like a mil- 
dew upon the energies and affections of the 


heart. In a word, they tend to rivet more 


firmly the fetters of their victims—to bind 
them more securely to their delusions, their 
folies, and consequent miseries. 

But very different are the effects of the 
true doctrine of Christ. 'This teaches the 
sinner that, with all his imperfections and 
vices, he posesess a noble nature—one allied 
to heaven—that he is destined to rise above 
his present degradation, and enjoy © the liber- 
ty of the children of God.* 

\- Buch an assurance will naturally wake up 
- the slumbering energies of his mind. It 
tends to arouse his hopes—to arm him with 
resolution. It acts upon the whole man— 
exerts a kindly influence over all his affec- 
lions and powers. It moves every spring of 
moral action, and applies it to the great 
work 'of repentance and reformation, and 
that not with respect to a few, but to all 
mankind. Verily, the system of doctrine 
which is attended with such consequences 
muzst *in all things have the pre-eminence' 
_ over those which oppose it. S. 8. 
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REFORMATION. 
Tus 8abject has long been the theme of 
public- diseusson, and 8till the world is 
shrouded in mental darkness. It follows, 
then, as a matter of course; that there must 


be something. wrong gomewhere. Eithey 

the people themselves have not taken heed 
to their ways, haye disregarded the voice of 
inspiration, of reason, and the dictates of 
conscience, or the many yolumes written, and 
the public declamations of the comparitively 
few, who have assumed to themselves the 
powers to wield the sceptre over the con- 
sciences of men, have failed in their attempt 
to reform mankind, either by a wrong course 
of procedure, or a want of zeal and energy 
in the cause which they advocate. And to 
which of these causes sball the failure be 
attributed ? : 

That much has been done towards ame- 
liorating the moral condition of mankind, 
I readily admit. And the cause of 8uch 
amelioration 1s self-eyident, viz., the more 
liberal and enlightened views of the charac- 
ter of Jehovah, and of his purposes and in- 
tentions towards the children of men, which 
have been advanced and maintained for the 
last half century. Ecclesiastical history fur- 
nishes many strong proofs of the fallacy of 
*the teaching for doctrines' the command- 
ments of men;* and the anathemas which 
have been sounding forth from the pulpit 
have, instead of reforming men, debased 
them. Our ears have been saluted with the 
doctrine of endless misery, as the portion 
of a large part of the haman family, while a 
few favored ones, destined from all eternity, 
are to share the blessings of immortal life 
in a world of never-ending bliss. 'This doc- 
trine, although long cherished and support- 
ed, yields not the blessed fruits of the gospel 
of peace, which 1s glad tidings of great joy, 
which shall be unto all people. 

This doctrine of endless woe has failed to 
ameliorate the moral condition of man. _ The 
very principles upon which it is founded are 
in direct opposition to the revealed will of 
Jehovah; and instead of begetting in man a 
spirit of kindness, brotherly loye, and cha- 
rity, it inculcates a spirit of unkindness ; 
instead of breathing forth' the language of 
the gospel, © Peace on earth and good will 
towards men, the frowns of an angry God 
are thundered forth, and the sinner doomed 
to imperishable woe. Yet, notwithstanding, 
the 8inner may repent, and thereby escape 
the punishment SK he merits, thus set- 
ting at Uefiance the laws of God. 

Such have been, and are 8ome of the doc- 
trines advanced, and methods adopted, by 
which to reform mankind. And no one 
will pretend that these meagures have failed 
for want of zeal and energy in their advo- 
cates; for this they have possessed to a de- 
ag worthy. a better cause. And. had half 
the pains been taken to enlightew and re- 


form mankind, that have been taken to en- 
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 8laye.and Koop themin.m ral darkness, they 
would long ere this, ; enjoyed * the true 
light whic lighteth Syory man that cometh 


into the ane 

We have aleoady Seen, that it is*not ton 
want of zeal and energy, that this failure 1s 
to be attributed, but to a wrong course of 
procedure on. the part of those who have 
attempted to instruct and reform. mankind, 
It therefore becomes. the imperivus duty 
of those who have espoused the cause of 
impartial grace, to be instant in ,seagon, 
to instruct those who, through fear of death, 
have lived all their life-time .in bondage. 
For fear hath torment. , And he who lives 
in fear cannot possess that love which it 
is both the duty and. the privilege of the 
disciples of Christ to possess and exercise. 
"To exercise  brotherly loye and charity to- 
wards all men, to let our light so 8bine be- 
fore men, that they, seeing our good works, 
may glorify our Father which is in heaven— |; 
to enforce, by precept and example, the im- 
partial love of God to man—to take courage 
from the past, and persevere in well doing, 
is the privilege of every Christian. 'The 
work, though slow, 1s 8ure, and will go on 
from conquering to conquer, until the whole 
world shall be filled with the knowledge of 
the Lord, and shall confess Christ to the 
glory of God the RR and God be all it in 
all. Then— 


©No more $hall sin and sorrow grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground : 

He's come to make his blessings flow 
To earth's remotest bounds. 


Charlestown, Oct. 16, 1833. H. B. 8. 
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* Eternal life! O, how refined 

The joys! the triumphs, how divine ! 
When we, in body and in mind, 

Shall in the Saviour's image shine.” 


* Our souls, we charge them to excel, 
In thinking right an $0 well : 


DINE ep IeT we, 
EersTLE To A Friend. In bringing \these 
epistles to a conelusion, let us, my friend, 
remember and keep it ' impressed upon our 
minds, our high origin and destination. Let 
us bear in mind, that we are the children of 
God in four different relations—by creation, 
Providence, redemption, and by inheriting a 
portion of the divine nature; * and if chil- 
dren, then heirs, heirs of God, and Joint heirs 
with Christ,* 

Perhaps the question may arise to your 
mind, what are we heirs to? | What can a 
finite being | "6 expect from infinity, by 

way of he I answer, -we are eirs 


—_ 


of eternal life, * a ding to the 
of God.' _ And this RE S 
now in. his own person, in., regorre 
which we are to receive, finally, 
portion, by the will of God. v thor 


And for what purpose ? + For Jin them 


which testify of me; 1. e., which 
Christ, our common Head and Rep 
tive. | 
On this subject, I must have recourse ton 
manuscripts, headed,.* Evenings , at | 
for asgigtance. ps 
®; * . Del #- 
Now, if eternal life'was not in these 
ings made known, our searching wou 
of no effect, and the direction would. a 
a deception. 'The direction— Sea = 
8criptures,' is proof sufficient, than ernal 
life for man is there revealed, there made 


volume remains silent, as it | FO{ORe 
life, or *life and immorrality ; ; for © 
nothing to say upon that subject. © 
© Aiid searche the Scriptures daily," whether 
those things were 50.” What things ? I will 
give the answer from the writing, or acts of 
the apostles. Tt must first be understood, 
that the apostles, in the early ages of Chris- 
tianity, were not 8tationary, but” frequently 
travelled into various parts, for the sole pur- 
pose of spreading a knowledge of the truth. 
Their instructions, of ecommission, from their 
divine Master, was in these words :—* Go ye 
into all the world, and preach the gospel to 
every creature.* 'The gospel, primarily, is 
G00D NEWs. * Now, when they had * 
through Amphipolis and "Apollonia," they 
came to Thessalonica, where was &« 8 
gogue of the Jews: And Pan}, as hismannet 
was, went in unto them, and” three 8abbath 
days reasoned o_ mou out at Orin 
tures, opening and alledging; 
must "woods + suffered, __— 
from the dead: and this 
preach unto you, is Christ.” | 
the answer to the been” Vhat things: 
The things, therefore, of which "th . £ 
sired a knowledge, and searched Ir, Wat 
Christ and the resurrection, and congequentl 
eternal life, as issuing from the rem 
sﬆtate. They searched to know kekerbe 
the things whereof Paul affirmed were'true. 
And who was it that searched the 
daily ? it may be asked. It was the brethren 


l 


at Berea; the noble Bereans. - *thess 


And it also s8ays, © Search the 'seriptures.” wY 


think ye have eternal life, and they are the «#: 


known, and there to be found. But nature! Ss. 
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were more noble than those in Thessalonica, 
in that they received the word with all rea- 
diness of mind, and searched the scriptures 
daily, whether these things were 80.” What 
word was it they received with readiness of 
mind ? The word of God, that Paul preach- 
ed to them, which was, that Christ had 
© risen again from the dead,* and brought 
life and immortality to light, through his 
death and resurrection. This was the 8ub- 
stance of the apostle's preaching, wherever 
he journed, whether it was at Berea, at 
Ephesus, or at Corinth. Christ and the 
regurrection was the foundation. In writing 
to the Corinthians, he says—* For if the 
dead rise not, then is not Christ raised ; and 
if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain ; 
and ye are yet in your sins.' *<* But now 1s 
Christ risen from the dead, and become the 
first fruits of them that slept. For since by 
man came: death, by man came also the re- 


| tion of the dead. Foras in Adam all 
i 80 in Christ shall all be made alive. 


is the rock on which the Christian rests 
his faith. This is the anchor, cast within the 
vail. 

My friend, let us be followers of the Bere- 
ans, not in word only, but in deed also, and 
let'us * search the scriptures daily,” as they 
did, or as oft as we can, and learn whether 
these things are 80, to see if God * will have 
all men to be saved, and to come to the 
knowledge of the truth.” Let us search with 
all diligence, to find whether eternal life is 
the free gift of God, or whether it depends 
upon the works of the creature man—whe- 
ther eternal life is intended for all or only a 
part. Let us take the Volume of Revelatton 
and the Volume -of Nature, and lay them 
8ide by side, and compare and contrast the 
one with the other. and learn whether they 
show forth the love, goodness, and tender 
mercies of God to man. And let us keep 
continually before us, to use on proper occa- 
$10Ns, Teason, as a book of reference ; for 
 reason is God's lighted lamp in man.* And 
then, when we have obtained this assurance, 
let us *run with patience the race that is set 
before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith—who, for the joy that 
was 8et before him, endured the cross, de- 

ing the shame, and is set down at the 
18 ppb the throne of God.* And let 
us put on * the whole armour of God,” * and. 
rate helmet of salvation' as a covering, 
"and the eword of the spirit, which is the 
word of God,” as our guide, and go forward, 
and contend for * the faith once delivered to 


the saints,' the promise which was delivered 
in ancient times to the fathers, saying—* In) 
thee, and in thy seed, shall all the nations of 


CLEAREST 


afterwards observed, * Blessed with all spirit- 
ual blessings in heavenly places, in Christ.' 
And when we have thus far accomplivhed 
our design, let us search also to know what 
that TrUTH is, of which the apostle spenks, 
the knowledge of which is our salyation. 
And let us learn, if peradyenture we can, 
what God's s8alvation consists im 5; whether 
it is a 8alvation from 8m and error, or a 8alva- 
tion from the eternal misery which has been 
gounded in our ears for a great length of 
time—which, however, let it be anderstood, 
man was never in danger of, as we shall learn 
if we only consider God as our heavenly 
Father, and as © the Father of the spirits of 
all flesh.* For if a © knowledge of the truth” 
brought to the mind of man the doctrine of 
eternal misery for any part of the human 
race, the TRUTH, in that case, could not be 
salvation in any sense; it eould not be our 
or their salvation ; it would be the opposite ; 
it would be a knowledge of condemnation. 
In that case, we could say, as Christ said to 
the believing Jews—*Ye shall know the truth, 
and the truth shall make you free.” 'There- 
fore, my friend, we 8hall be under the pleas- 
ing necessity of applying some other princi- 
ple than eternal, or , everlasting misery, to 
the word TRUTH, The knowledge of the 
truth, then, is the salvation. Eternal misery 
can have no lot nor part in the matter. 
Truth, personified, lifts np her voice as a 
trumpet, and 8ays to Eternal Misery—if such 
an idea can be conceived—Stand by, and 
come not near ; thou art an intruder—thou 
art but the workings of a disordered mind. 


© Our minds, we charge them to excel, 
In thinking right and doing well ; 
Deep let our searching powers engage, 
Unbiased, in the 8acred page.” 


I now direct you, and all who may have 
read these seven epistles, to the contempla- 
tion of a God of undenied, immutable, un- 
bounded, and endless love! And now, my 
friend, in closing, what more shall I add? 
«* Search the scriptures; forin them ye think 
ye have eternal life, and they are they which 
testify of me,* 8ays Christ. 

Farewell: I write no more. 


E. H. R. 
Boston, Nov. 1833. ; 
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REASON?S WHOLE PLEASURE.,—NO, 3. 

Reason's whole pleasure—all the joys of sense, 

Lie in three wo ealth, peace, and competence. 
THERE is a natural inclination in the bosom 
of every man to acquire; and the chief ob- 

ect of aquisition, in civilized society, 8eems 
to be money. Among the 80urces of reason- 


the earth be blessed.” Or, as the apostle | able pleasure, wealth occupies no mean rank. 
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It secures man in the possess8jons of those- 
things which minister to his comforts and. 
promote his bodily health, and it favors that 
equable state of mind which assists the for- 
mation of virtuous habits, and which inclines 
the mind to dwell with complaicence and 
thankfalness on the mercies of God. 

| Poverty is an evil, and volumes of argu- 
ment will not convince the poor man to the 
contrary, although health, and virtue, and 
piety, may do much to relieve its heavy pres- 
8Ure. It is a state which few of -any edu- 
cation or foresight are contented with, and 
which all men strive to depart from as s800n 
as possible. Yet, if we compare the two ex- 
tremes, the state of a very poor and a very 
rich man, I really think there are a great 
many blessings on the side of the former, for 
which he has reason to thank God and be con- 
tented. Rather than be a luxurious, purse- 
proud man, emaciated by indulgence or care- 
worn by ayaricious concern for yast estates, 
and unable to enjoy the common blessings 
of life, I would seek the lowest, meanest cot 
ever -occupied by a poor but industrious 
workman. He eats the bread of labor, but 
it 1s 8weet to his taste; he sleeps on a hard 
couch, but he sleeps' soundly; he walks 
abroad in the morning, and the sun shines 
into his soul ; for it is not walled round with 
8elfighness and care. 
we may talk of the advantages of poverty, 
I am 8till afraid, that if riches were presented 
on the one hand, and want on the other, we 
should greedily snatch the former ; I should 
probably do it myself; but if 80, it would be 
only an eyidence of human weakness. 

There is one passage of scripture which 
has often elicited my highest admiration. It 
is this—* Give me neither poverty nor riches,” 
or, in other words, make me not extreme] 
poor nor extremely rich, but bless me with 
that moderate allowance of this world's 
goods, which will satisfy every' want with- 
out burdening me with cares, and without 
exciting that devotion to gold which large 
poss8es81ons create in the heart, blotting out 
the fair characters of peace, and charity, 
and mercy, and writing in their stead, anxi- 
ety, avarice, and hardness of heart. 

The poet from whom my- motto is drawn 
agrees entirely with the scripture. He asks 
not for abundant wealth or overflowing 
coffers, but, for a poet, is really a very sensi- 
ble man; heis able to judge correctly of the 
uses of wealth, and expresses his feelings in 
moderate and plain language. It is a wish 
which it would be advantageous for very 
many to cherish, and, if possible, repeat in 
s1ncerity. | 

Let SR hold to reagon, then, come 
forward and follow the course marked out by 


However poetically 


this reasonable poet, to find the world's lost 
jewel—happiness; let them be careful of 
their health by refraining from intemperate 
indulgence ; let them preserve their mental 
purity and peace by resisting all temptations 
to do wrong; let them strive to s8ecnre a 
competency to support them, but not to de- 
stroy their contentment; to give them eom- 
forts, but not useless luxuries; to make them 
thankful, but not too' bighly elated; prudent, 
but not mean ; careful, but not avaricious. 
Then may they experience, 


© What nothing can destroy, 
The 8oul's calm sunshine, and the heaxtfelt joy.” 


8. F. 8. 
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HONESTY, 


No sentiment is more true than the-one ad- 
vanced by the justly celebrated poety Pope, 
in these words :—*An honest man is the no- 
blest work of God.” Nothing makes a man”. 
appear more mean and despicable than dis- *- 
honesty ; and nothing adds more to the dig- 
nity and gloty of man than honesty. "But 
© how lamentable the fact, that there are 80 
few honest men mn the world around us. 
Where 'one can be found that 1s Strictly 
honest, I'venture to say you will find ten, yes, 
a hundred, who will quibble and equivocate 
where interest is concerned. "In the pre- 
sent state of society, what can be done to 
remedy the evil of dishonesty? Answer. 
Let the community be apprised of every dis- 
honest transaction between man and man z 
let him who would defraud his neighbor in 
any shape be held up to view, and the frown 
of public opinion be upon him. Let the 
hypocrite be stripped of his unholy garb, 80 
that the world can see him in all his deform- 
ity. But is this the course adopted when. 
men of wealth and influence are guilty of 
high-handed acts of villainy and dishonor, 
especially if they are closely connected with 
8ome popular religious society ? I fear there 
is a greater desire to * kusk up* disbonorable 
acts, when committed by their own members, 
than to expose them, 80 that the public can + 
see these © wolvesin sheep's clothing.* « Be- 
ware of hypoerites,' is an injuaction of Holy 
Writ-; but how can we beware of them un- 
less they are known to the public? TI con- 
ceive it to be the duty of every friend-to 
truth and honesty, and particularly of every 
conductor of a public journal, to ex 
« Spiritual wickedness in high places,” as 
well as every attempt in man to defraud his 
fellow-man. It appears to me to be the 
only way of discountenancing those mean 
 despicable vices, lying and deceiving. 


By honesty, I mean-a 8trict adherence to 
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truth in all cases; . The merchant who tells 
his customers that his goods are much bet- 
ter and cheaper than his neighbor's, and that 
he offers them less than cost, when at the 
game time he knows better, is as great a liar 
as the man who testifies falsely under oath. 
"The lawyer who migsrepre | 
his. chent, for the purpose of getting a fee, 
deserves the reprobation of every honest man 
in the community, and ought to be treated 
as a liar and s8coundrel. 'The doctor who 
will not give his honest opinion about the 

 case of a patient, but keeps him along for 
the' purpose of making a few more visits, 
should be treated as a dishonest man. 'The 
man who regularly attends our © meeting,” 
and professesto believe whatever is advanced 
by the preacher, let it be ever 80 absurd, 
unreasonable, or unscriptural, and will 
not, or dare not, express his honest sentiments 
-when asked, for fear of displeasing 8ome of 
his friends or neighbors, is far from being 

"Monest in sentiment, and -should be looked 
upon as a ©trimmer,” a mere © twaddler,' a 
being in the shape of a man who is regardless 
of righteousness, and who will join the most 
popular party, and advocates the most popu- 
lar 8ide of a question, whether it be the truth 
or not. 

Such, Mr. Editor, are my views of ho- 
nesty : and I am fully persuaded, that every 
honest, upright. man in the community will 
accord with these views. 8. M, 


= = 
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SORROW, 


In this frail state of being,-our race is 8ub- 
jected to various kinds of sorrow. No be- 
ing is wholly exempted from it. And if one 
kind is more severe than another, it must be 
gorrow for the dead. But, strange as it may 
appear, it is nevertheless true, that the * sor- 
row for the dead is the only s8orrow from 
which we refuse to be divorced. Every other 
wound we seek to heal ; every other affhc- 
tion, to forget ; but this wound we consider 
it a duty to keep open. This affliction we 
cherish and brood over in solitude. Where 
is the mother who would willingly forget the 
infant that perished like a blossom from her 
arms, though every recollection is a pang ? 


Where is the child that would willingly for- 
the most tender of parents, though to 


remember be but to lament? Who ever, in 
the hour of agony, would forget the friend 
_ over whom he mourns? Who, even when 
the tomb is closing upon the remains of her 


he most loved, when he feels his heart, 18 1t | SCT1 


-were, crushed in the cloging of its 7 
would accept of consolation that m 
bought by forgetfulness? No: th 


which survives the tomb is one of the nobleat is termed the spirit of God, and is of course 


attributes of the soul. If it has its woes, it 
has likewise its delights; and when the 
overwhelming burst of grief is calmed into 
the gentle tear of recollection, when the 
Sudden anguish and the conyulsive agony 1s 
over, the present ruins of all that we- most 
loved is 8oftened ane SR Wnoive medita- 
tion on all that it was'an. the days of its 
loveliness. | Who would oot-out s8uch a 80r- 
row from the heart, though it may sometimes 
throw a passing cloud over the bright hour 
of gaiety, or 8pread a deeper sadness over 
the hour of gloom ? yet who would exchange 
it even for the 8ong of pleasure, or the burst 
of revelry ! No: there is a voice from the. 
tomb 8weeter than song; there-is a remem- 
brance of the dead to which we turn even 
from the charm of the living. O, the grave ! 
the grave! it buries every error, covers 
every defect, extinguishes every regentment |! 
From its peaceful bosom spring none but 
fond regrets and tender recollections.' 

The hope of immortality 8weetens our 
8orrows for the dead, by reminding us. of 
the glorious era, when the dead shall be 
raised incorruptible, and all flesh clothed 
with immortality and incorruption,  'This 
hope not only 8weetens the sorrows occa- 
810ned by the demise of our frinds, but gives 
us 8upport under, and resignation to, all the 
other s8orrows incident to this life. 'Then 
let us cherish it, and we shall never 8orrow, 
as do g8ome, without hope. Jo Te 


[ FOR THE UNIVERSALIST. ] 


SPIRIT OF TRUTH. 


Moc is 8aid in the scriptures of the spirit 
of truth, and we are led to inquire—What 
are we to understand by it ? To this ques- 
tion, which naturally arises in the mind, 
when we read of, or hear mentioned, the 
Spirit of truth, I reply :— 

By it we * are not to understand a living 
and perceiving , being, but it means the 
essence or power of truth, influencing our 
hearts to the performance of the rational 
duties of life. We read in the s8criptures of 
a spirit of. anger, a &pirit of jealousy, a 


| 8pirit of fear, and also of a lying spirit in 


the mouth of false prophets. By these 
Spirits we are not to understand living and 
invisible agents, but the essence or power of 
these passions, influencing or controlling the 
conduct of man. $o the spirit of truth is 
directly the opposite of a lying spirit, which 


leads men into darkness and misery. The 


ptures 8ay, God is truth. It then fol 


als, lows, that the influence which the divine . 
; be | 8 rit of truth exerts over the conduct. of 


n, in leading them to happiness, is what 


he went away. 


whenever God makes a revelation of any 


the reverse of the wpirit of the world. It 
then follows, that the spirit or power of truth 
influences the mind in proportion as truth is 
gradually unfolded to up! oh 


The prophets were influenced by the spirit 
of yaoth, 80 far ag\the first dispensation un- 
to them. the true nature of the divine 
character and perfections. But this was not 
rit by which Christ and his 
apostles were influenced. Jesus 8aid—* If 1 
go not away, the comforter will not come 
unto you ; but if I depart, I will send him 
unto you.' By this we are to understand, 
that unless he died and rose, the truth of life 
and immortality could not have been brought 
to light through a resurrection of the dead ; 
and the happifying spirit .of this transcend- 
ant truth could not have been manifested to 
their understandings. 

But if the spirit of truth were a being, 
then certainly Christ could not have said 
that the comforter would not come unless 
Because, if it means a living 
being, then it must have been in the world 
before the days of Christ, and even when he 
was on earth. We read of the spirit's be- 
ing with the prophets, and being with 
Christ. How then could Jesus have said, 
that the 8pirit which should guide them into 
all truth would not come unless he went 
away? There is but one answer to the 
question. It is this. Jesus Christ brought 
those glorious truths of a future world to 
light, by being raised from the dead, in = 
believing of which, his apostles had 
peace and joy, and were comforted wit ho 
hope of a future world. 'They received a 
more glorious spirit of truth than ever the 
prophets experienced ; a spirit that bade 
them look forward to a happy re-union with 
their erucified and risen Tg, and with a 
countless army of redeemed and kindred 
Spirits, in the regions of immortal day. So, 


truth to the mind, it produces a happy and 
indescribable ntation. which we call the 
spirit of truth.” 

Truth, therefore, is not only designed to 
make us happy, but will answer this design, 
if we will receive it into our hearts, and 
suffer ourselves to be guided by its spirit. 
And, as consistent and rational persons, let 
us 8eek to possess and practice the truth, and 
and thus render our lives tranquil and happy. 


H. 
It is not enough for a man to be honest 
and virtuous. He must be a h rite, and, 


what is most difficult, his bypoerisy must 


himself. $08 
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DEDICATION IN SPENCER, MASS. 


On Wednesday, the 0th inst., the neat and com- 
modious edifice, re ul 4 
devotedness of our rethren in Spencer, w ".Mv 
dedicated to the service of God and the interests } 
of his cause, by appropriate. religious exercises; 
The following 1s the order of services :— 

- Anthem by the choir. 

. Reading of the scriptures by Rey. G. Noyes. 

. Introductory prayer by Rev. EL, R. Paige. 

. Dedicatory prayer by Rev. T. Whittemore. 
Sermon by Rev. L. 8. Everett, Gen. xxviii. 


OL IEEE 


6. Address to the society by Rev. T. J. Green- 
wood. . 
7. Concluding prayer by Rev. D. D. Smith. 
8. Benediction by Rev. Wm. A. Stickney, "% 
The occasion was truly interesting and joyful. o* 
An original hymn by Mr. Greenwood, and zev- 
eral other pieces, were performed by the choir, © < © 
and & large concourse of people listened, with 
devout attention, to the 8ervices. Long may it be 4 
to our worthy friends in that place— The house [a 
of God and the gate of heaven.' The hymn 8ung | 
on the occasion will be found on our last page.” | >) 
PEACE. C 
No name is more 8weet and lovely than that of 
peace ; Git is the calm of the world, the emile of 
nature ; it is the harmony of all those well-toned | 
airs which arestruck from melodious instruments.” X 
Peace 1s the fruit of holiness; and a greater glory 
cannot be shed over the land, than is shed when 
righteousness and peace meet together and kigs 
each other. 
When the reception of the goepel of peace be- 
comes universal, when every heart is inspired 
with its tranquilizing s8pirit, this earth will be a 
blooming paradisge—a heaven where will reign 
pure and uncorrupted love. 


©CurIsTIAaN MEsSENGER.' The third volume of 
this neat and valuable periodical has been com-- 
menced, with an addition to its name and im- }-- 
provement in its appearance. It is now called the 
(NEgw York CHRISTIAN Mes8EvNGER, AND PHIL- 
ADELPHIA UNIVERSALIST, and is edited by Brs. 
T. J. Sawyer, A. C. Thomas, and P. Price. We 
wish it 8uccess, and will cheerfully forward any 
names "which may be left with us as auvocribers. | 
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he wickec worketh a deceitful work ; but to 


be love of the Lord is a fountain of life, him that '« 


from the gnares of death, 
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continuation to the closing scene. Fifth edition, stereo- 
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3 POETRY. 


DEDICATORY HYMN. | 
BY MR, GREEN WOOD, 
[ Sung at the Dedication in Spencer, Mass.] 
1, God of Earth and Heaven! Most High! 
God from all eternity ! 
Who dost all the wants sapply, 
That thy creatures ſeel— 
Who dost o'er thy vast domain, 
In love, and truth,and mercy, reign— 
Who dost every thing 8u8tain— 5 
At thy shrine we kneel, 
2. Not by stern c6mpulsion's power, 
Not as slaves and vassals cower, 
But as children who adore 
Him, who being gave, 
We would now in homage bend 
Beſore our Father and our Friend, 
Whose we are, to whom we tend— 
Him, who rules to save. 


3, God of Grace! Unrivalled Thou ! 
God, before whom worlds shall bow, 
Deign to hear thy children now, 

While we call on thee ; 
While in filial trust we come, 
To offer up this temple-dome, 
Make it, Lord, thine earthly home, 
Devoted unto thee. 


4. To this house of praise and prayer, 
Oft let joyful crowds repair, 
Here the gogpel feast to share, 
At their Sayiour's feet, 
From the tongue and grateful soul, 
To him who makes the wounded whole, 
Let the lofty anthem roll— 
Here his praise repeat. 


5. When the sin-sick 80ul, oppressed, 
Seeks from grief and care to rest, 
Here, thou Greatest, Wisest, Best, 

Here, direct his feet; 
Then in grace divine descend, 
To. his prayers an audience lend, 
Here reveal the Sinner's Friend, 
From thy mercy-seat. 


6, When affliction's children come, 
Who mourn the conquests of the tomb, 
And their desolated home— * 
Death's tyrannic power— 
Then let faith'ind hope disclose 
Realms to which the Saviour rose, 
Where enfranchised souls repose, 
And death $hall be no more. 


7. And when earth's devotions fail, 
When we pass the lonely vale, 
Guide, support the spirit frail, - 

By thy mighty arm. 
Be thy rod and staff our stay, 
Through the dark and dreary way ; 
Lead us to the realms of day, 

Safe from every harm. 

8. Raise us to thyself above, 

Our home of peace, and joy, and love ; 
Thus, when we th goodnon prove, 

At thy feet we” . . 
And while endless ages roll 


ro 
The vast, redeemed, happy whole, 
Moved by love's 4> wid control, by > 
Own all in all. : MA " 
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Washingto -utreet, the Life of Rev. Joun ones le 
Minister of Rs, and Senior Toner - the Uni- 
versalists Ccongrega Boston ; wri himself . 
'This work contains anecdotes of the writer's infancy, and 


is extended to Some years after the commencement of 
his public labors in America. To which is added & brief 


Ws Cor Af taryhne In ey By Rev. 
.S. Soda ng and a Portrait prefixed. Price 46 cents 
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In this ci Rev. Hosea Ball Mr. N: ' n TS: | 
and Miss libs Finney. NY 4. HAT RIIAIS'SL & 

By Rev. B. Whi 
Lucy Hay, 


Deaths. 


In Danvers, on the 14th instant, Miss Cynthia Fo 
daughter of Mr. Aaron Foster, aged 22 years. +. 
In Sutton, Mrs. Hannah, wife of Mr. Wm. $.”"Know 
ton, aged 22. ia. 
In Marlborough, Mrs. Rebecca, wiſe of Mr. Jabez Rice, 
aged 61. DE AR 
—— I ern n rein en et Dat eW Inn rn I Sr Dn en te - - - 
RELIGIOUS N : 


Br. T. J, GxzEzxn wood will preach in Spencer next 
CP) and in Shrewsbury on the 3d Sunda 
r . 


y in Decem- 


Br. R. STREETER will preach in Harvard, Mass., next 
Sunday, and in Westford, on the 3d Sunday in December. 

Br. J. WR1GHT will preach in Acton, ., next Sun- 
day, and in Stow on the Sunday following. 

r, J. P. ATx1x$80N will preach at Fellowes Mills . 

(Gilmanton) the 2d Sunday in December. 

Br. 'T. WHITTEMORE Will preach in the meeting-house 
near Quiney railway, next Sunday. 

Br. H. BaLLov will preach in Carlisle, Mass., on the 
3d Sunday in December. 
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PROSPECTUS 
OF THE 


UNIVERSALIST 


AND 


LADIES' REPOSITORY, 


©We trust in the living God who is the Saviour of all 
men.'—PAUL. 


IF VOLUME IH. £9 


D, D. SMITH, EDITOR AND PROPRKIETOR., 


ENCOURAGED by past 8uccess the Propri is induc- 
ed to is8ue proposals for the third volume of ©' Tux Uni- 
VERSALIST. And that it may interfere with no other 
publication advocating the doctrine of Universal Salva- 
tion, he has, in comphance with the advice of his friends 
concluded to make an addition to its name and char 


events, interesting to the religious public ; brief review 
__ works ; poetical effusions "and in 


table ; but ot the gown ow t, manly 


We shall aim to make its style chaste, and 
character generally 8uch as command 
will advocate the rights of FEMALEs, and 


tend for FEMALE education. In a word, no pains 
to render *'Tux UnivER8AaLisT AnD LaDigs* 
POSITORY,' a welcome visitor at the dwelling of every 
Female Uniyersalist, and such a publication as will do 
EIT 9 CONN ING present improved 
80ciety. OT PIP REC 


Terms of The Universalist. 
Tux UNn1VERSALIST is published simultaz y at 
No. 29 Cornhill, BosTon, by Benzamin B. Musszr, 


and at LOWELL, every SATURDAY ; at $19 
ix mon 


e IN ADVANCE, $125 in 
puck of the ons A will be 
by the carrier 


. 


SOT 


$5 2 


who receive their papers 


single ; $4 per dozen. 


John E. Dill, Printer. © 


